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1st English Panel Discussion
- Challenges to contribute to “Water” globally -

Takashi Matsumura (Swing Corporation)

An English panel discussion titled “Challenges
to contribute to “Water” globally” was held on
Jul. 1, 2012 as an unofficial event in Tokyo.
Organizing the event was challenging in that
everything was conducted in English, however, it
eventually turned out to be an extremely
rewarding process.

Ms. Makiko Nagata (Bureau of Waterworks,
Tokyo Metropolitan Government) and Mr.
Takeshi Murakami (KRI International Corp.)
provided presentations discussing the difference
between waterworks in Japan and those in
developing countries.

Ms. Nagata gave a spirited introduction of
drinking water treatment technologies and

current hot topics in Japan based on her past
experience as a staff member in the Kanamachi
Purification Administration Office.

Murakami introduced water systems in

Mr.

I
developing countries utilizing hIS expenence in
Guatemala, Philippines, and Vietnam. He shared
the idea that users’ expectation on the service is
totally different from that of Japan. “People do
prioritize the low tariff rate over the water quality.
They are satisfied with the service even if the
turbid water outflows from the tap at least the
water delivery continues for 24 hours,” he said.

Thanks to the contribution of two great
speakers and active attendees, an interactive
and intensive English discussion was carried
out, and last but not least, concluded the
Anglophonic night with an “open-minded” and
“easy-going” drinking party.

The next event will be hosted by Ms. Junko
Tanaka (Metawater Co., Ltd) this autumn. All
YWP-Japan members wishing to discuss in
English or brush up on their English skills are
welcomed!
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